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XII» An Account of Tumours, which ren- 
dered the Bones foft. Communicated to the 
Royal Society by Mr. Pott, Surgeon. 

IN November 1737. a Gentleman, aged 27, com- 
plained to me of a Swelling in the Iufidc of his 
Right Thigh (being in every other refped in perfed 
Health). Upon Examination it appeared to be an 
encyfted Tumour of the Steatomatous kind, lying 
Joofe between the Sartorius and Vaftus internus 
Mufcles. I told him, I could propofe no way of 
curing it, but by taking it out 5 which was accord- 
ingly done, and he very well in Six Weeks. 

After this he continued well for near a Year (ex- 
cept that he now-and-then complained of a flight 
Pain in the Joint of that Hip, which went off and 
returned at different times) 5 and then fell into fuch 
a Difpofitiort to fleep, that no Company or Diver- 
sion, nor his own Endeavours to the contrary, could 
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keep him awake after Eight or Nine o'Clock in the 
Evening, if he fat down. 

This continued on him for Three or Four Months, 
and then the Pain in his Hip grew worfe; for which 
he ufed the Cold- bath, Flefh-brufh, and riding on 
Horfeback, but without any Effeft. 

Hereupon he asked the Advice of Dr. Beaufort, 
who put him into a Courfe of the z^Ethiops* Mi- 
neral, Cinnabar of Antimony ', and Gum Gnaiacum, 
with the Spa-watery and purging with Calomel, by- 
Intervals : This Method he purfued for a confiderablc 
time, but without any Benefit. 

After this, by the Advice of fome Acquaintance, 
he took half a Drachm of Salt of Hartjhom Night 
and Morning, in a Draught of warm Whey, for fome 
time $ but without any fenfible EfFed, even by Per- 
ipiration. 

Some little time after this, he began to complain 
of a flight periodical Heat and Thirft, which returned 
every Night, with a quick hard Puife, but which was 
not lb great as to make him uneafy. 

It was now September 17 1 9* when, having an 
Opportunity of going with fome Friends, he deter* 
mined to try what the Bath would do for him : In 
his Journey thither, the nofturnal Heat and Thirft 
increafed lb much, as to prevent hisfleeping; but in 
the few Days that he fpent in recovering from the 
Fatigue of the journey, they feemed to go off again. 

He then began to ufe the Waters both internally 
and externally •> upon which the laft-mentioned 
Symptoms again appeared, and he was obliged to 
defift, and ufb cooling Medicines,, 
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His Phyficians then advifed him to bathe the 
affe&ed Limb only $ upon which they returned again, 
and with fuch Violence, that the farther Ule of the 
Waters was thought highly improper, and he left 
them off. 

During this time the Sight of his Left Eye grew 
dim, which Dimnefs increafed gradually for fome 
little time, till he became quite blind of that Eye 5 
the Bulb of it being confiderably inlarged, and thruft 
forward out of the Orbit. 

For the moft part of the Time he had been at Bath, 
he had generally been very coftive; and, upon leaving 
off the Water, had no Stool for fome Days 5 for 
which Reafon a common Clyfter was given, and 
produced fo profufe a Difcharge of ferous Matter, and 
continued for fo many Hours, (almoft incefiantly) 
that he was reduced as low as poflibie. 

For fome time paft, feveral fmall Tumours had 
appeared in different Parts of him, viz. Five or Six 
on his Head, Two or Three in his Back, and one in 
the Neck, all lying juft under the Skin, and fenfibly 
increafing every Day, till they came to a confiderable 
Size. 

'December the 2d 1739. he returned to London. 

His chief Complaints now were an exceffive Lan- 
guor, an Inability to move his Right Hip (and when 
moved by another Perfon, a very acute Pain in it) 5 
an Incapacity of flecping when in Bed, and an intenfe 
Thirft in the Night, with a quick hard Pulfe, 

He now took the Advice of Dr. Hartley and Dr. 
Shaw, who prefcribed him the Cinnabar of Anti- 
mony Three times a Day, to drink the Setters Wa- 
ter, and keep to a cooling Regimen 5 and allowed 
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him a moderate Dofe of the Pill Matthtei every 
Night; by means of which he got fome Sleep, of 
which he had for fome time been abfolutely deprived. 

When he had taken the Cinnabar Five or Six Days, 
and during that time had no Stool, it was thought 
proper to give him a Clyfter ; which brought away 
all the Medicine, without the leaft Alteration ; nor 
was there ever after this Time any Appearance of any 
Mucus being fecreted by the Inteftinai Glands, he 
never going to Stool above once in a Week (and 
then there came away a few Lumps of Excrement as 
hard as Pieces of Wood) ; which were expelled with 
fuch Labour and Fatigue as can hardly be imagined 5 
though he generally took an oily Clyfter to render it 
more eafv, and wa£hed down his Medicines with a 
foapy Draught. 

The Joint of the Hip was now become quite ftiff, 
all the Inguinal Glands being loaded with the fame 
kind of Matter of which the other Tumours feemed 
to be compofed \ and a large Clufter more of them 
might be felt under the Glutei Mufcles, and behind 
the Trochanter. 

The Cinnabar was now kft off, and mercurial 
Un&ion propofed and confented to ; and accordingly 
a proper Quantity was rubbed in every Night, flop- 
ping now-and-then to fee what Turn it would take * 
and in this Courfe he continued for more than a 
Month, but without any Benefit, nor did the Mer- 
cury produce any vifible Effeft on him. 

Sir Edward Hulfe, being called in, directed the 
burnt Sponge, which he took for fome time, till, 
growing woxfc and weaker, he determined to try 
Mr. Ward. 
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He took his fweating and purging Medicines Two 
or Three times, but found no fort of Effeft from 
them $ and being now quite tired of Phyfic, and 
reduced extremely low, he determined to pafs the 
reft of his Time as cafily as he could, by gradually in- 
creafing his Opiate 5 and in this manner languished, 
incapable of (lining or helping himfelf, till the 2d 
of May 1740. and then died. 

For a confiderable Time before he died, he was 
nourished by Fluids only : Yet, as foon as ever they 
were received into the Stomach, in however fmall 
Quantity, they gave him an acute Pain at the Bottom 
of his Belly, juft above the 'Pubis. 

For Two Months, or more, before his Death, he 
could never make any Water while he was up, but 
always made a good deal at different times when in 
Bed. 

Soon after his Return to London, I opened the 
Tumour I had taken but of his Thigh Two Years 
before, and found the In fide of it oflified. 

Upon Diflfe&ion, the firft thing that offered itlclf 
was a large Tumour on the Sternum, which had been 
perceived about Three Months before he died : It was 
as large as a Turkey s Egg, and fo hard and immove- 
able, that I was in doubt whether it was upon or 
under the Bone. 

Upon removing the Skin, it appeared covered by 
the Expanfton of the Tendons of the intercoftal 
Mufcles, and the c Periofteum : This Coat being taken 
off, it was of a fuetty kind of Subftance for about 
half an Inch deep ; and below this was a kind of Car- 
tilage intermixed with a great many bony Particles. 
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I then fliaved off all this difeafed Body even with the 
Surface of the reft of the Sternum, but found no 
Bone, it being quite diffolved and confounded with 
the Mafs of Matter that compofed the Tumour, which 
was equally protuberant within the Thorax, and 
compofed of the fame Materials. 

Part of the Fifth and Seventh Ribs were diffolved 
in the fame Manner, into 1 kind of Subftance be- 
tween Bone and Cartilage, with a thick, Coat of 
fleatomatous Matter. 

Within the Cavity of the fhorax were Thirty- 
fevcn of thefe difeafed Bodies, moft of them attached 
either to the Vertebra or the Ribs 5 and where-cver 
they were attached, the Cortex of the Bone was de- 
ftroyed, and its internal cellular Part filled with the 
difeafed Matter. 

Immediately above the Diaphragm was a large 
fcirrhous Body f lying acrofs the Spine and the Aorta, 
the latter of which lay in a Sinus formed in its lower 
Part $ it had no Attachment to any other Part, and 
weighed 1 3 Ounces and a half 5 and from its Situa- 
tion, I think, muft have taken its Rife from fome of 
the Lymphatic Glands lying about the Thoracic 

From the Origin of the Aorta, from the Heart, 
quite up to the Bafis of the Cranium, all the Blood- 
veffels were furrounded with thefe fcirrhous Bodies, 
and the Thyroid Gland was difeafed in like Manner, 
and bony within. 

On the Left Side was another of thefe Bodies, made 
out of the G I an dul a Renalis 7 weighing Nine Ounces 
Three-quarters, 
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On the Right, the Glandula Renalts was in a 
natural States but the Cellular Membrane, which 
furrounds the Kidney, was filled with a large Clufter 
of thefe Bodies of different Sizes, fome of them 
intirely fuetty, others intermixed with bony Par- 
ticles : Three or Four of them were attached to the 
Body of the Kidney, and thefe were a fort of Car- 
tilage, beginning to offify. 

The Tancreas was quite fcirrhous, and very large. 

One very large Tumour fprung from the fpongy 
Body of the Third Vertebra of the Loins, the bony 
Texture of which was fo diflblved, and mixed with 
the Matter of the Tumour, that the Knife paffed 
through it with great Eafe. 

The inner Side of the 0$ Ilium, all the Ifchium 
and Tubis, were covered with thefe Appearances •? 
and, upon removing them, the Bone was found in 
the fame State as the Sternum and Ribs. 

The Middle of the Right Os Femoris was fur- 
rounded with a Mafs of the fame Matter, and the 
Bone underneath in the fame State. 

In the Bottom of the Orbit, furrounded by the 
Refli Mufcles, was a pretty large Steatoma which 
occafioned the Protrufion of the Eye 5 and, by pref- 
ftng on the Optic Nerve, (in all Probability) the 
Blindnefs. 
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